Resolution of the History Department concerning the CSI Library
May 2020

WHEREAS, the CSI Library cut the Cambridge Journals, Cambridge Companions, and Cambridge e-books, despite the History Department’s strong protests starting in Spring 2019 that these items are a vital resource for students to fulfill their course objectives and for faculty to pursue ongoing research projects;

WHEREAS, the CSI Library terminated the Oxford Journals and the New York Review of Books in November 2019, resources that History Department faculty use for their existing courses and for the development of new courses, and this material cannot easily be substituted by open-access materials;

WHEREAS, the CSI Library cut films from the Kanopy video platform during the Spring semester 2020 without notifying the faculty in advance, requiring their last-minute restoration for class use;

WHEREAS, the CSI Library makes database and acquisition decisions exclusively based on clicks, treating knowledge as an article of commerce, rather than striving to maintain an adequate baseline of fundamental works, as recommended by faculty in their capacity as teachers and researchers;

WHEREAS, the CSI Library has not updated its electronic catalog, so that e-books may appear in search results but may be behind a pay-wall;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1. This resolution be placed before the Faculty Senate, to solicit the support of other departments that have similar problems with the CSI Library;

2. The CSI Library restore the Cambridge Journals, Cambridge Companions, and Cambridge e-books;

3. The CSI Library restore the Oxford Journals and the New York Review of Books;

4. The CSI Library maintain the Kanopy database with the full range of titles throughout the year, without making cuts mid-semester;

5. The CSI Library properly update its catalog so that it deletes items it does not actually own and presents an accurate picture of its real holdings;


6. The CSI Library’s Liaisons regularly consult with the History Department and other departments during the acquisition process, beyond the limited information sessions of the Library Committee, so the CSI Library makes decisions based on current course and research needs.
